SUNDAY WORSHIP, 16th August
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READ THIS SECTION BEFORE WORSHIP BEGINS:
Welcome to our worship together, at home and on Facebook Live, once again coming from the church building.
Please have a Bible by your side for your use and, for those of you who are watching live on Facebook, we suggest that have the links to today’s two songs already open and set to play as our worship comes to an end -so that you can sing them without delay and with passion! 
………………..
WELCOME & INTRODUCTION: 
Let us take this moment to stop whatever else we are doing and thinking about. 
This is God’s time. Sit comfortably. Picture Jesus with you, sitting alongside you and be still with Him. Know He truly loves and cares for you and He can be trusted.
Now picture our church family all joining you to worship God in this moment in their own homes. Know that we are worshipping together, even though we can’t see each other.
Remember that we are one in the Lord.

If you aren’t following the service on FB, we suggest that, if you are alone, you say the prayers and readings aloud. If you are with others, choose someone to lead and the rest of you join in with the words in bold. On FB, simply join in the words in bold.

As a Church Family, we come together to praise and worship God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.   
Today we’re continuing our study of ‘Ruth’. Last week we journeyed with Naomi, after the death of her husband, to Bethlehem with her daughter-in-law, Ruth: ‘The journey of faith’. Today we learn about Ruth working in the fields at harvest time.  
…………..
THE CALL TO WORSHIP:

Here in this place, there are no foreigners,
for all are welcome in God’s house.
Here in this worship, there is only acceptance,
for love is the language of faith.
Here in our lives, there are no divisions,
for God dwells in each of us.
Come, let us worship in unity and love.
Opening Prayer

Come Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful people, and kindle in us the fire of your love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
The Confession

As we remember God’s promises, blessings and His trustworthiness we also remember the many times we have gone our own way and not been faithful to Him.
Let us be silent as we remember before God the ways in which we have let Him down over the past week and as we prepare to ask for His forgiveness.
Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith.

We have betrayed you by following our own ways. 
We have denied you by fearing to follow your ways.
And we have mocked you by not taking your death seriously.
Lord, we are lost. Let your forgiveness find us.

Hold us in your strong arms and give us your new life. Live in us and with us day by day, that together we may make a world that is new
Absolution - 
May the Father forgive us by the death of His Son and strengthen us to live in the power of the Spirit all our days.  Amen
On FB a story may be read to introduce the theme for today.

We say the Prayer for the Day together:
Lord of heaven and earth, as Jesus taught his disciples to be persistent in prayer, give us patience and courage never to lose hope, but always to bring our prayers before you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
THE BIBLE READING

Now either read Ruth 2 or listen to it being read on Facebook live
THE SERMON
The full text of today’s sermon is included with today’s worship sheet.
Now let’s affirm our faith together:
We believe and trust in God the Father, source of all being and life, the one for whom we exist.
We believe and trust in God the Son who took our human nature, died for us and rose again.
We believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit, who gives life to the people of God and makes Christ known in the world.
This is the faith of the Church.  This is our faith.  We believe and trust in one God; Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Amen
PRAYERS: 
God of all creation, you hold the depths of the earth in your hands.
You are closer to us than the air we breathe.
Fill our souls with your wonderful love and light.
Give us strength and courage to reflect that love and light in the world.
Let us never shrink back from who we are in you or hide our light inside ourselves. Renew in us a sense of joy, painting the dark shadows around us with your light, your love and your salvation.
Hear us today as we pray for a world too often darkened by hatred, evil, power and greed.

Within our darkest night,
Let your light shine.

God of power and might, your broken world cries out from the depths,
a world dominated by the darkness of war, terror, pain and suffering.
We think of the on-going and deepening conflict in Syria and Yemen.
We share the pain and anguish of those who have had to flee from their homes,
countries and livelihoods, who risk their lives,
desperate for a new start free from fear and war. For refugees across the world, and the persecuted  that they may be restored and protected.  May they see your light, feel your strength and power and know the truth of your promise that we shall not be overcome by the dark shadows of life or the darkness of human nature.

Within our darkest night, 
Let your light shine.
God of compassion and grace, we share with you our love and concern
for people in a dark place today.
We have on our hearts the friends and loved ones of the victims of violence and hatred.
We pray that they will find your strength in the compassion and love of those around them.
We pray for tolerance in our society.
We pray for all suffering from crimes of racial injustice.                                                       We pray for all those who have positions of public trust and influence, both nationally and in our community, that they may make decisions which promote truth and justice for all.       For all involved and employed in industry, commerce, business and the arts both nationally and locally.                                                                                                                            For all those folk who are desperate about job redundancies and have no hope for the future.                                                                                                                                                           For the media and communications that streams of truth and wholeness spring up.                                                                Let your light shine through the darkness of all their confusion, loss, pain and  suffering.

Within our darkest night, 
Let your light shine.
God of life, we ask for your healing power on those who are enduring pain and illness.                                                                         For all who work in the NHS and the Care sector that you will guide, protect and give them your resilience during the pandemic.                                                                                     We especially think of all those we name quietly in our hearts……………………
We share the grief of people close to us, who’ve recently lost loved ones.
We know your everlasting light shines with us in moments of great sadness and great joy.

Within our darkest night,  
Let your light shine.
God of love and hope,
Renew in us a deeper sense of who we are in you.
Help us to be aware of your presence each and every day.
Make us instruments of love and praise.
May our words, actions and lives be living examples of your forgiving, healing, life-giving love.

Amen
Let us continue our prayers by saying together the Lord’s Prayer:
Our Father, who art in Heaven……
 

Next our church prayer whose words are taken from the Hillsong United worship song, ‘Oceans’:
Spirit lead us where our trust is without borders
Let us walk upon the waters
Wherever You would call us. Take us deeper than our feet could ever wander
And our faith will be made stronger
In the presence of our Saviour. Amen
 

And the Blessing: 
May you be sure of God’s love for us, certain of Christ’s care for us, and may we be assured of the Spirit’s presence with us; and the blessing of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be among and remain with us always.  Amen

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord

In the name of Christ. Amen
 

We invite you to end your worship today by either singing or reading aloud the worship song whose lyrics we’ve included after the words of this service. 
WORSHIP SONG LYRICS FOR TODAY

OCEANS
You call me out upon the waters
The great unknown where feet may fail
And there I find You in the mystery
In oceans deep
My faith will stand

And I will call upon Your name
And keep my eyes above the waves
When oceans rise, my soul will rest in Your embrace
For I am Yours and You are mine

Your grace abounds in deepest waters
Your sovereign hand
Will be my guide
Where feet may fail and fear surrounds me
You've never failed and You won't start now

So I will call upon Your name
And keep my eyes above the waves
When oceans rise, my soul will rest in Your embrace
For I am Yours and You are mine

Chorus:

Spirit lead me where my trust is without borders
Let me walk upon the waters
Wherever You would call me
Take me deeper than my feet could ever wander
And my faith will be made stronger
In the presence of my Saviour
Repeat chorus x 3

I will call upon Your name
Keep my eyes above the waves
My soul will rest in Your embrace
I am Yours and You are mine

Source: LyricFind
Songwriters: Joel Houston / Matt Crocker / Salomon Lighthelm

Oceans (Where Feet May Fail) lyrics © Capitol Christian Music Group

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6GGFb6LcX3U ;

MY LIGHTHOUSE
Rend Collective

In my wrestling and in my doubts
In my failures You won't walk out
Your great love will lead me through
You are the peace in my troubled sea
You are the peace in my troubled sea

In the silence, You won't let go
In the questions, Your truth will hold
Your great love will lead me through
You are the peace in my troubled sea
You are the peace in my troubled sea

My Lighthouse, my lighthouse
Shining in the darkness, I will follow You
My Lighthouse, my Lighthouse
I will trust the promise,
You will carry me safe to shore
Safe to shore x 3


I won't fear what tomorrow brings
With each morning I'll rise and sing
My God's love will lead me through
You are the peace in my troubled sea
You are the peace in my troubled sea

My Lighthouse, my lighthouse…..


Fire before us, You're the brightest
You will lead us through the storms x 4

My Lighthouse, my lighthouse…….

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lFBZJGSgyVQ
,
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